
I'm not the mechanical type. When 
it comes to working on a car, truck 
or van I go straight to the garage. 
Mr. Goodwrench I'm not. 
The problem was minor and Bob had 
us on the road in know time. I 
think we only lost about 45 
minutes. And that wasn't so bad 
because the later you drive through 
Chicago the be t ter it usually is. 
Well before pulling back onto tne 
road Lana called'Mike to see if he 
had left yet and needless to say ~e 
hadn 't. The garage needed a part 
for the brakes and they said tha t 
it would no t be in un til tomorrow 
so he wouldn't be at Oshkosh until 
Wedensday night. After our little 
over heating experience we finally 
arrived at Whittman Field around 
12: 30 Tuesday night only to find 
out that we had been locked out and 
was unable to enter the commercial 
area until 7:00 Wednesday morning. 

Yes we were a little upset, so we 
slept in the commercial exhibi tor 
parking lot that first night. Bob 
and I climbed the fence and took 
off toward the shower house. After 
a nice shower ( well as nice as can 
be found at Oshkosh ) we felt a 
little better, at least alot 
cleaner. After a good nights sleep 
we were raring to go and eager to 
get busy putting the airplanes 
together. We went down to the 
ul tralight area and assembled the 
Avenger and the Youngs ter. After 
we assembled the aircraft we took 
the rest of the afternoon off 
because Mike had all of the display 
se t-up wi th him. After going out 
and eating a nice dinner things 
started to look up, or so we 
thought. Mike arrived around 11:30 
that evening. He told us that 
someone had pulled out in front of 
him in Chicago and that he had to 
stop all of a sudden. And the way 
that we had tied the plane down 
there was to much back pressure on 
the gear and that it had sheared'a 
bolt in two. So you probably know 
\vhat happen, you guessed it, 

yes the plane went down on its 
belly. As it went down the plane 
went to the left side and the prop 
went into the trailer wall. This 
was okay because it kept the 
fuselage out of the wing. Better to 
buy an new prop than to build a new 
wing. Well, Thursday morning Mike 
and Bob went over to fix the 
landing gear while I se t up the 
display in the ultralight area. In 
the mean time Lana went down to the 
commercial area to tell them tha t 
we would be unable to set the 
Horizon II up until Friday morning. 
So if you were in the commercial 
area on Thursday looking for us 
tha t is the reason why you could 
not find us. I had several people 
tell me they looked for us but 
couldn't find us until Friday or 
Saturday. It seems as though the 
commercial area has changed over 
the last couple of years to the 
heavy expensive aircraft. And the 
crowd has changed also, more of a 
general public kind of people. 
Which is good in a way if it gets 
them interested in the aviation 
world. But at this time they seem 
to be more of a walking crowd and 
know nothing of the aviation world. 
We have to do alot of explaining as 
to how and why the aircraft flys. 
And next year they are going to 
move the commercial area over 
across the street where the new 
commercial exhibitor buildings were 
loca ted thi s year. So Mike and 
Lana have decided to move down to 
the Ultralight/Light plane 
commercial area next season, seeing 
that is where all of the activity 
seems to be. This way we are able 
to fly our aircraft, too. If by 
chance you happen to go to Oshkosh 
96 look for us in that area. 

Mike and Bob Hanshaw flew the 
commercial showcase on Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday. Mike flew the 
Youngster and Bob flew the Avenger. 
This was a new experience for both 
of them seeing neither one of them 
had ever flown a t Oshkosh before. 

(2 )
 


