
was killed in an accident when his 
Sea Fury flipped over on landing 
just after he ~ad comple~ed his 
airshow routine. ; He was one of 
five people killed in accidents 
this year. This, is the first time 
since 1986 that there have been 
that many deaths 'on the account of 
the Sun-n-Fun ai.t;'show. That is a 
very good record when you consider 
the amount of people that visit 
this airshow every year. ' 

We had our usual s po t again 
this year in the commercial displa'y 
area. That is where we sat the 
Celebrity and; the ";{oungster, Mike 
worked that booth this year. Lana 
was over in' tile I pI traligh t are!a 
with the Avengei this time. Add 
Cindy and I were in the workshop 
area. We were spread alittle thin 
this year due to the fact that Bob, 
our pilot, hq,d to' leave early to 
take his wife horne.' But everything 
worked out jU$ t fine. The only 
thing was tha't we were unable to 
fly the Avenger. The response to 
our products is still very good and 
business was great once again. And 
it is always nice to get to meet 
our customers and talk with old 
acquaintances. 

Well, the workshop in which we 
participated in this year at the 
airshow was: a great success! 
Everyone ~eemed to enjoy 
themselves, ard >n~ spite of that, 
there was alot; aC,complished. First 
and foremos t you mus t remember we 
are not there 'to complete an entire 
aircraft in one week, no matter how 
many times we are asked that 
question. Tha!t wou1-d be impossible 
unless we too~ a l~rge enough team 
so that we coulcj. work around the 
clock and then I a~ still not sure 
that it could be acfompiished. Due 
to the fact tbat t~e glue requir~s 

about 12 hOjJrsl for the drying 
process to takel .{)lace. Everyone 
knows what hap~ens if you unclamp a 
glue joint th.~t ~s inot dry .. ough. 
So now that 1S out:of the way and 
you realizedi that was not our 
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goal. We did a Youngster wing, a 
set of Youngster fuselage sides, a 
comrle te se t of tail fea thers and 
the rear turtle deck on the Avenger 
that was started in the work..;, .. 
last year. There was also 
numerous amount of wing ribs built 
by people corning into the workshop 
desiring to learn more about wood 
and the process tha tit takes to 
build an aircraft from the natural 
material. After all, wood at one 
time, was the key ingredient to 
building a successful aircraft. 
There were also a large amount of 
people that helped out or built a 
fin, rudder, stabilizer or 
elevator. These seemed to be 
ali t t Ie more challenging to somp.. 
Over all the workmanship seemed to 
be okay. Of course, some made the 
wood do wha t they needed it to do 
while others let wood do what ever 
it wanted to do. There was so 
much interest that next year we are 
supposed to get the complete tent, 
and that way we can offer more of a 
varie ty of things to build. And 
hopefully this will generate more 
interest in wood aircraft. Wood is 
a very strong material when used in 
the correct manner. Not to mention 
how shock absorbent it is. And 
most people seem to be able to work 
easily with wood. And that is our 
main purpose for being in the 
workshop . 

I mus t thank each one of the 
ki t builders who came and helped 
out, without you we would be unable 
to accomplish the task at hand. 
John Beauchamp, Gene Forei t, Dan 
Miller, Eric Muehlberg and Tom 
Horch. I must also thank the ones 
that offered to help out, but I was 
unable to find enough work fo, 
everyone. It seemed as though 
'~ryone was eager to jump right jn 

thlS year and do more on their own. 
That comes with experience 
believe. The more you work on your 
projects the more comfortable you 
become. And this year it was very 
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MORE ABOUT THE BENDING PROCESS 

You 
I 

cannot hurry yourl tu,el 
bending chore.' :Iltl will ordinari y 
take much ~ongff than you wou dl 
expect. Al16w . yqlUrself plenty f 
time for bends t,ha t do not have a 
uniform radius. 

Most any b~nding device you 
use, wi th the, e'xception of a 
template-like bending jig, will 
have rather small diameter 
grooved pulley, roller or disc over 
which the tube will be bent. 
Obviou~ly, you cannot bend the tube 
very much in anyone place if your 
bend r(:'quires a radius many times 
larger than the bending device 
pulley. That means the bending 
proce.ss may become quite long as 
you hav:' to benu a bit, check the 
b nd in the tube against a 
templare, etc. As an aid to 
checkiI1?; the accuracy of your bend 
as you proceed, you should mark a 
center line around the tube to use 
as a r ference mark keyed to your 
templaLe. (Use a black laundry 
marker on aluminum tubes and a 
silver lead pencil on steel tubes.) 

Do not orget to check the 
tubing after the bending is 
completed to be sure that it is not 
t wis ted, as viewed from the ends. 
Lay it on a flat surface for a 
quick check. If warpage is 
present, a twisting pressure in the 
proper direction will take out the 
warp. Reche~k I the tube's bend 
agains t the templa ce again before 
congratulatingl y urself on a job 
well done. 
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SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 

The newsletter is by subscription 
only. The subscription is $10.00 
U.S. and $20.00 overseas. If you 
are a recent kit purchaser you will 
receive one issue complimentary, so 
send in' your subscription to k e 
up with the latest news from the 
factory and other kit builders. 
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Chuck Shapler's Celebrity Cockpit 

FISHER FLY-IN 

The 4th Annual Mike Fisher 
Design Fly-in/Builders Reunion will 
be held on September 14, 1996. 
There will be no rain date. I will 
have more information in the next 
Newsletter. 




