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on having all of our aircraft flying weather permitting. We 
hope you are planning on attending. It is not to late to 
make plans. Sept 24,25 be there 

MARIAH TAXI TEST BEGAN 
Mike has started the taxi test of the Mariah, the new low 
wing that has been in the works for almost two years. 
Everything is looking good so far. Directional stability 
with the new tri gear is very good, steering with the toe 
brakes is good. Acceleration is very good and ground roll is 
very short. Several short hops have been made down the 
runway with one hop of 200' in altitude and about 120 
indicated. We are excited with the results so far and look 
forward to more testing. Sorry, I can't give more specific 
details, but it is iust to early. I can say it looks like 
Mariah will meet our expectations and quite possibly exceed 
them just like the lady she seems to be. 

LANDING LIGHTS AND STROBE NAV LIGHTS 
This was one of the features we added to the Celebrity SE 
and Mariah. The landing lights can be added to your project 
with a little work and two hand held halogen lights from 
K-Mart. A light was put on each of the lower wings in the 
leading edge in front of the N strut. The nav/strobe light 
was built in the wing tip bow of the top wing Celebrity. The 
strobe was placed just aft of the front spar attach point on 
the wing tip bow. I will try to explain the how and little 
of the why of a landing light on a low and slow biplane. 
Next newsletter I will get into the strobes/nav light. 

First of all landing lights are great for just being seen by 
other aircraft. I usually fly around with them on in less 
than perfect weather, and when I am in a high traffic 
area. I also like to fly late in the evening just before 
sunset and it is not always light when I get back. I enjoy 
flying at night to be honest, and will probably do some in 
the Celebrity 
The light I used from K-Mart was the handheld Halogen 
spotlight that plugs into the cigarette lighter. The light 
has something like 600,000 candlepower, which means it is 
very bright. I chose this one since it looked like it would 
fit in the 6" space between the ribs and it looked like an 
aircraft light, once the black plastic housing was 
removed. You could use a aircraft landing light, but these 
are brighter and cost only $9.97. 
Once you decide where to locate your light start by cutting 
away the leading edge between the false and main 
rib. Reinforce the sides of the ribs by using scrap 1/8" 
ply. Start at the nose of the rib and go in about 10"with 
the ply, this gives you enough strength and a platform to 
build the support for the landing light cover. I used a 
piece of 3/8" ply cut to fit the shape of the rib and then 
shaved about 1/8 " from the outside so the plexiglass cover 
would be flush with the finished surface of the wing. The ~" 

ply is to heavy to just hold a few screws, take a pencil and 


